
Thank you so much for your Support 
 

I know that Chirstmas 2020 now seems a distant memory, but I haven't forgotton what a massive 
impact your contribution made on Derby City Mission's Christmas Connection toy appeal this year. I was 
concerned at the outset that with the Covid pandemic and many churches, our usual source of gifts, being 
closed, we would struggle to get enough presents to help all the children that were being nominated. But 
thanks to our social media campaign and so many people digging deep and giving generously, spreading the 
word in their churches, work places and communities, we have had an amazing response! Every day, 
sometimes several times a day, we were having Amazon deliveries of toys and gifts that had been bought 
through our Amazon wish list and over £7,800 was raised through our website apeal and other gifts to 
enable us to buy gifts for the age groups we needed. As you can imagine, the number of children from 
families who were struggling that were nominated was higher than last year when we provided presents for 
460 children. This year we were so pleased to be able to bless 705 children and their families because of 
your generous support. Here are a couple of their stories, which I think speak for many. 

'Both my partner and I were laid off work in September and we have a blended family of 6 children 
between us. We have been trying so hard for the kids not to see what a mess we are in but as they all 
started to talk about what Christmas presents they wanted, I felt sick to my stomach knowing that I hadn’t 
been able to save anything this year because we were both out of work. Every time they talked about 
Christmas I felt a sense of panic and took myself off to cry because I was so scared they wouldn’t have 
anything to open on Christmas Day. The Christmas presents you gave us made our Christmas. The kids were 
so excited when they opened them and we had a really great Christmas together. Thank you so much for 
putting big smiles on our kids’ faces and on ours too.'  - Zara 

'This has been an awful year. I lost my job because of COVID and haven’t been able to get another 
one. My two children have been absolutely amazing and as Christmas was coming they knew I had no money 
and just kept saying, ‘don’t worry mum, we aren’t expecting presents this year.’ It broke my heart that I 
could have let them down so badly. When I heard that you could help, I cried and cried with relief and pure 
joy. My two little superstars were so excited when they came down on Christmas morning to see so many 
lovely presents for each of them. I just want to say thank you for the brilliant presents, for listening and for 
giving my children a brilliant Christmas. '  - Anon 

As we and the other nominating charities and organisations continue to work with these families, we 
pray that they will come to know more of God's love and care for them through your acts of kindness and 
the continued support they receive. As a worker at the Mandela Centre whose clients we helped said '‘Your 
work is transformative; for each child you give not just the gift of Christmas but the gift of kindness which 
could change the whole way they see the world.’ Thank you for being a part of this great work. 
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